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The resolution which this lady is going to take, she may very well say is founded on reason: for after the necessities of life are served) there is no manner of competition between a man of liberal education and an illiterate. Men are not altered by their circumstances, but as they give them opportunities of exerting what they are in themselves ; and a powerful clown is a tyrant in the most ugly form he can possibly appear. There lies a seeming objection in the thoughtful manner of Philander: but let her consider which she shall oftener have occasion to wish, that Philander would speak, or Silvius hold his tongue.
The train of my discourse is prevented by the urgent haste of another correspondent:
"Mr. BICKERSTAFF,                                   July 14.
" '"TTMiis comes to you from one of those virgins of J- twenty-five years old and upwards, that you, like a patron of the distressed, promised to provide for;1 who makes it her humble request, that no occasional stories or subjects may (as they have for three or four of your last days) prevent your publishing the scheme you have communicated to Amanda, for every day and hour is of the greatest consequence to damsels of so advanced an age. Be quick then, if you intend to do any service for
" Your Admirer,
" DIANA FORECAST."
In this important affair, I have not neglected the proposals of others. Among them is the following sketch of a lottery for persons. The author of it has proposed very ample encouragement, not only to myself, but also
1 See No. 195. 37